An unusual recurrence of crescentic nephritis after renal transplantation for IgA nephropathy.
The recurrence of immunoglobulin A nephropathy (IgAN) after renal transplantation has been described in 40% to 50% of cases. For a long time, this type of recurrence was considered as a benign condition. However, recent data have shown that recurrent IgAN has become a significant cause of long-term allograft loss. The authors present here the case of a 47-year-old man with IgAN, which led to end-stage renal failure in 1999. In November 2000, he received a cadaveric renal allograft. Ten months later, acute nephritic syndrome and rapidly progressive renal failure developed. Renal biopsy showed extracapillary glomerulonephritis with crescent formation in one third of the glomeruli associated with necrosis. Steroid treatment was unsuccessful, and renal function progressively deteriorated with a creatinine level at 3.7 mg/dL 6 months after diagnosis of recurrence. This patient's graft probably will be lost in a few months.